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Box 1288 
Rocky Mountain House 
A l b e r t a TOM 1T0 
May 21, 1991 
Hon. Jean C o u r b e i l 
M i n i s t e r of Transport 
House of Commons 
Ottawa, Ontario 
K1A 0A6 
Dear Jean C o u r b e i l : 
I am w r i t i n g to request t h a t you i n i t i a t e a Federal 
Environmental Assessment and Review f o r the P a r l b y Creek -
B u f f a l o Lake Development P r o j e c t . 
S e c t i o n 6(b) of the Environmental Assessment and Review 
Process G u i d e l i n e s Order SOR/84-467 r e q u i r e s the f e d e r a l 
government to undertake an environmental assessment of any 
proposal t h a t may have an environmental e f f e c t on an area of 
f e d e r a l r e s p o n s i b i l i t y . 
According t o the Environmental Impact Assessment Report 
prepared by Environmental Management Associates f o r the 
A l b e r t a Government, the proposed i n t a k e and p i p e l i n e would 
r e q u i r e c o n s t r u c t i o n of a rock weir i n the r i v e r and the 
i n t a k e s t r u c t u r e would present an o b s t r u c t i o n i n the main 
channel of the Red Deer R i v e r . 
Approval f o r these s t r u c t u r e s i s r e q u i r e d under the 
Navigable Waters P r o t e c t i o n Act. Therefore, the Department 
of Transport i s an i n i t i a t i n g department f o r the p r o p o s a l . 
Other areas of f e d e r a l r e s p o n s i b i l i t y that w i l l be 
impacted by the proposal are f i s h e r i e s , migratory b i r d s and 
endangered s p e c i e s . 
Since the proposal w i l l have a s i g n i f i c a n t adverse 
environmental e f f e c t on P i p i n g P l o v e r s , an endangered species 
and a migratory b i r d , based on Sec. 12(e) of the G u i d e l i n e s 
Order, I request you to r e f e r the proposal to the M i n i s t e r of 
Environment f o r p u b l i c review by a panel. 
I look foward to your favourable response to t h i s 
request. 
ccs Hon. Jean Charest, M i n i s t e r of Environment 
